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Life in Lamu
is

laid-back
,

butluxurious
Priceshavetrebledhereandthe
glitteratiflock to

thebeaches .
Butthis

ramshackleKenyanislandkeepsits
low-keycharm

,

writesAnnaTyzack

DONKEYS

arethemode
of transportonLamu
island

,

offthecoast of

Kenya yettheplace is a

magnetforA-listcelebrities.
SiennaMiller

,

Ewan
McGregor

andKateMosshavebeen
spotted there . BarackObama
is a regularonthe islandand
PrincessCaroline of Monaco
andPrinceErnst of Hanover
ownseverallargehouses . The
factthatLamu is

clutteredand
ramshackle

,

withnoproper
roads

(

or electricity in places )

doesnotdetertheglitterati.
Theyrather likethe

crumblingSwahilibuildings ,

the
desertedbeaches andlack of

masstourism.
"

It' s verylowkey ,

" says
AndrewMcGhiewhoruns a

propertycompanyonthe
island .

"

If you' d livedhere400
yearsagoyou' d stillrecognise
it now. "

Lamu' s housepriceshave
trebled

in thepastfiveyears
butarestilltuppence
compared to popularCaribbean
destinations

; largetown
housescost£90 ,000whilean
ecohomewithinfinitypool is

onthemarketfor£1.3million
There' s

a
smallandselect

community of Britishhome
ownersonLamu . Theylive in

RobinsonCrusoe-stylehomes
withthatched roofs

,

solar
powerand infinitypools . They
getaboutbydonkey or

onfoot
andusesmallmotorboats

to

zipthroughthemangroves.
Lamuislandmeasures 10

milesbyfivemiles
,

and is part
of theLamuarchipelago.

"

It' s a prettycoollifestyle
here likeliving in a filmset

,

withamazing foodandsun
everyday ,

"

saysRachaelFeiler
,

whosetupanecolodgecalled
DiamondonnearbyManda
islandwhenshegraduated
fromBristolUniversity .

" We
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have a

bizarreexpatlifestyle
which I couldn' t bepart of

anywhereelse .

It canbesocial
if youwant it to be

;

it' s very
international. "

ButLamu is alsothe
ultimateplace to

chillout
;

massages
cost£8perhourand a

houseisn' t completewithout
at least threelounging areas.

Thepopulation is

predominantly
Muslim . There' s call to

prayerfivetimes a day ;

the
menwearkhanzurobesand
womenoftenwrap themselves

in
blackbuibui.
Thearchitecture is a

mixture of Moorish
,

Indian
,

SwahiliandColonialstyles.
" Mostpeoplewhocome

herehave a feelingforthe
architecture andtheculture.

It'
s theoldestSwahilitrading

portand a WorldHeritage
Site

,

"

saysAndrew.
" Mostpeopleare in bedby

10pmbutthere' s
a low-key

nightlifeandyoucandrinkas
muchalcoholasyoulike in

thetouristbars. "

Hisoriginalplanwas to

writea bookonLamu' s

colonialhistorybuthefell in love
withthe island themomenthe

`I
cansee it

becomingmore
popular. But it'

s

stillremarkably
unspoilt'

arrivedandendedupbuying
andrestoring a Swahilihouse

in Lamutown.
A
team of localfundis

(

masonsandplastersskilled
in

ancientbuildingtechniques )

workedon it fortwoyears ,

usinglocalcorallimestone
blocksandmwangati
hardwood beams.

Theroomsareon a variety
of levels

,

withsmoothwhite
wallsandthatchedmakuti
rooftops . Curtainsmade of

localkikoifabricshang in the
livingroom

, studyandthree
bedrooms

;

there' s
a

thatched
diningroomand

a gardenwith
sweetjasmine ,

bananaand
papaya trees . Andrew hasnow
finishedrestoring a second

Lamu' s
laid-backambience andisolatedlocationhasattracted

everyone fromKateMoss to WrackObama
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A-list location : views from a Shelarooftop (

above
)

, Marldhiya House
( topright )

andSlantestate

house
,

whichhe'
s sellingfor

£207,000
(

www.lamuislandproperty.com ).

WhileLamutownattracts an
arty ,

bohemian crowd
,

Shela
,

a

villagetwomilesalongthe
coast

,

is morestar-studded.
"

It'
s becomequitechicand

thehousesareamongthe
mostexpensive in eastAfrica

,

"

saysAndrew . This-
is

where
Peponihotel

is located
,

the
centre of Lamusociallife

(

sometimesreferred to as
" Groucho-Club-on-sea "

).

Thewhitesandbeach
stretchesasfarastheeyecan
seeandthere is scubadiving ,

waterskiing andwindsurfing.
Ernst of Hanover' s houses

are in Shela
,

andtheformer
home

of
theSultan of

Zanzibar
,

thelargesthouse
in Lamu

,

is
forsalefor£695 ,000.
SiennaMiller

, Stingand
EwanMcGregorrenthouses
onthesoutherntip of the
island at Kizingonibeach

,

(

namedafterthesummer
monsoonwindthatonce
carriedthedhows to Lamufrom
Asia

).

It is more remoteherethan
Shela

(

Africanwild
,

not
Caribbean chic

)
,

withhousesand a

rusticbarsetbackfroman
untouchedeight-milebeach.

" Youcan watch themost
spectacularsunsets

,

" saysLeslie
Duckworth who

is building10
largeecohomeson a 24-acre
beachfrontplantation . Leslie
firstcame to Lamu in the
Seventiesandbought a

house in

Shela .
"I came to Kizingoni to

escapethecrowd
,

" shesays.
KazkaziHouse

,

theseventh
to

befinished
,

is onthemarket
for£1.3million . Designed to be

theultimate in

"

away-from-itall luxury
"

,

it
haslargetropical

gardensandnumerous
lounging

areas.
HopefullyLamuIsland is

nottoogood to
last . It is

attractingmoretouristsand
there' s talk of a newport
furtheralongthecoast.

"I
cansee it becomingmore

popular ,

" saysAndrew .

" But
it' s

stillremarkablyunspoilt.
Noone' s buildinganything

ugly.
" Hebelieves Lamu is

far
enough fromEurope to risk
beingover-run

(a

nine-hour
flightfromLondon to Nairobi

,

plus a two-hourconnecting
flight ).

Forthetimebeing at least
,

thedonkeysandthedhows
areunlikely to bereplaced by
anythingmoresophisticated.

- www.kizingoni.com ;

+ 254

(

0 )733444144
www.diamondbeachvillage.com
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